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Irclny Hills tennis player Neil Forster returned from the

Spccial Olympics World Summer Games in Athcns last

month as a gold medallist in singles and doubles'

Australia sent a team of 10 tennis players as pafi of their'

teaur of 13 1 athletes. Over 7 500 athletes from 185 countries

conrpctcd in 24 sports at the Athens games' Australia

crlrn¡reted in eleven sPorls.

Ncil has been playing tennis for four years and is presently

.,orrr:hr:(l by loõal tennis coach Daphne Bale. To gain entry

to tlrc Athens Games, Neil first went to the State Games

ri;rirrirtg selection for the Nationals where he earnecl his

i¡,,,t irr the Australian team for the World Games. His trip
tt, ¡\tlrc,rrs as paÍ of a national team was an experience Neil
rvill rrcvcr forget.

"l1v(ìry time I wore an Australian lracksuit, I was so

h,,n,,rrrcrl and very proud to be an Aussie," explained Neil'
"l ¡rl:ryctl on the Centre Court, Olynlpic Stadium in Athens'

I ..],,,,it bolieve that I won against Switzerland 4-1 , 4-l'
'['lr:rl llrrl rtle into the singles firral tbr gold or silver where I
clclt'rrlctl .l:tpan 4-0,4-1.I was so proud and excited!"

Neil ¡rlso ¡rlayed Mixed Dotrbles partnering Chloe Johnston

frorn lhc (iold Coast.

"Neil's contribution in the Mixed Doubles was outstanding,"

slitl Daphne Bale. "Chloe had both feet injured and was

rrn:rble to move on the court. So, after her great selving,

N,'il lracl to play all the courl for her and they defeatecl the

t f SA in the flnal 4-2,4-1."
'l'ir,' ¡\r¡slralian team of ten players came home with 8 golcl ,

.l silvt'r ,4 bronze and one fourth placing. They won 14

rnctl¡tls lrtlttl a possible 15 events.


